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Mothers’ labour is essential



Relative poverty rates for at risk groups 
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Cost of early school leavers



Factors affecting achievement – Age 11
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Quality linked to better outcomes
Preschool quality and self-regulation and

pro-social behaviour (age 11)
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What makes a quality ECE environment?
Five areas are particularly important: 

•Quality of the adult-child verbal interaction

•Knowledge and understanding of  curriculum

•Knowledge of how young children learn

•Adults skilled in helping children resolve conflicts

•Helping parents to support children’s learning at home



Vocabulary skills in children ages 4 and 5 years by 

family income
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Literacy and civic engagement

Source: Barr-Telfard, L., Nault, F., & Pignal, J. (2005)



ECE is economic development



What has low cost early education 

and care done for Quebec? 

• 70,000 more mothers are working 

• And draw $340-million less in social transfers
• They pay $1.5-billion annually in taxes

• Boosting the GDP by $5-billion

Source: Fortin, P., Godbout, L., & St-Cerny. (2012). 



Quebec mothers have:

• Moved Quebec from the bottom to the top in female 

labour force participation in Canada

• Halved child poverty rates

• Halved social assistance rates for lone parents

• Boosted fertility 

• Reduced vulnerability in children entering grade one

Source: Fortin, P., Godbout, L., & St-Cerny. (2012). 



Done right early education 

and care pays for itself

For every dollar Quebec spends on ECE, 
it collects $1.05 in increased taxes and 
reduced family payments, while the 
federal government gets $0.44

Source: Fortin, P., Godbout, L., & St-Cerny. (2012). 



Service chaos

School
Boards

Public 
health

Cities/Town
s

Community 
services Parks & 

recreation

Municipal
Affairs

Health

Promotion

Community 
& Social 
Services

Education Children 
& Youth 

Kindergarten

Child Care Family Resource

Children’s 

mental health Pre -K



The ECE challenge

• Integrated delivery of early childhood and family 

support programs serves more families, more 

cost-effectively and in ways they want to be 

served 



Why the school as the platform?

• Public education enjoys public confidence.

• Builds strong relationships between children, 

families and the community

• Transforms schools into  community learning 

centres



The community school
• Schools are in every neighbourhood – not just 

some

• Provides viability to small schools, particularly in 

rural and remote areas

• Creates efficiencies, reduces overlaps and 

gaps,  expands service, improves quality and 

accountability



Early Years Study 3
www.earlyyearsstudy.ca

Early Education Report 
& Policy Monitor 
www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson

http://www.utoronto.ca/atkinson

