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¥/ -Mothers’ labour is essential

Employment rate for women, by age of youngest child, 1976-2012
(percent)
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y ~ Relative poverty rates for at risk groups
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V Experienced based brain development

Adapted from: Fields, D. (2011); Kandel, E., Schwartz, J & o
Jessell, T. (2000); McCain, M., Mustard, J.F. & Shanker, S. (2007) S8 &
. v 73



¥/~ Cost of early school leavers

Public cost of high school hon-completion in Canada by

cohort (2008 dollars)
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Y Factors affecting achievement — Age 11
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Source: Melhuish, E. in Roseveare, D. (2011).
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Trajectories for Numeracy
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Quality and duration matter

(months of developmental age)
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izr/’ Quality linked to better outcomes

Preschool quality and self-regulation and
pro-social behaviour (age 11)
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What makes a quality ECE environment?
Five areas are particularly important:

Quality of the adult-child verbal interaction
Knowledge and understanding of curriculum
Knowledge of how young children learn

Adults skilled in helping children resolve conflicts

Helping parents to support children’s learning at home
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r Vocabulary skills in children ages 4 and 5 years by

Y\family Income
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I Vocabulary skills in children ages 4 and 5 years
by family income

Number of children with
delayed’ vocabulary
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7 = Literacy and civic engagement

Civic engagement by literacy levels, Canada,
population aged 16 and over, 2003
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Y - ECE Is economic development

W Effect on GDP of public investment by sector
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e 70,000 more mothers are working

* They pay $1.5-billion annually in taxes

* And draw $340-million less in social transfers
* Boosting the GDP by $5-billion

Source: Fortin, P., Godbout, L., & St-Cerny. (2012).



Moved Quebec from the bottom to the top in female
labour force participation in Canada

Halved child poverty rates

Halved social assistance rates for lone parents
Boosted fertility

Reduced vulnerability in children entering grade one

Source: Fortin, P., Godbout, L., & St-Cerny. (2012).



For every dollar Quebec spends on ECE,
it collects $1.05 in increased taxes and
reduced family payments, while the
federal government gets $0.44

Source: Fortin, P., Godbout, L., & St-Cerny. (2012).
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%~ The ECE challenge

e |ntegrated delivery of early childhood and family
support programs serves more families, more
cost-effectively and in ways they want to be
served




e Why the school as the platform?

« Public education enjoys public confidence.

 Builds strong relationships between children,
families and the community

« Transforms schools into community learning
centres




¥/~ The community school

« Schools are in every neighbourhood — not just
some

* Provides viablility to small schools, particularly in
rural and remote areas

» Creates efficiencies, reduces overlaps and
gaps, expands service, improves gquality and
accountability
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