About Keswick Start SMART

Keswick Start SMART is based on nationally and internationally researched models of best practice that bring together education, child care, health and family supports into a comprehensive and continuous service which supports families through all the stages of their children’s early development from the prenatal period to their transition into school.

Keswick Start SMART operates out of Keswick Valley Memorial School at 20 Route 617,  Burtts Corner It offers nine licensed child care posts and 20 spaces in its after school program. In addition there are school-based parent resources and information and child/parent activities. 
Based on a history of success with this model elsewhere, the Margaret and Wallace McCain Family Foundation approached community activists to establish a school/community partnership to demonstrate the effectiveness of the model within a rural New Brunswick context.

The Keswick Start SMART partnership includes:

· District 14 Department of Education

· Keswick Valley Memorial School
· Family Resource Centres
· Neighbours Alliance of North York

Keswick Start SMART is supported by the Margaret and Wallace McCain Family Foundation and the Government of New Brunswick. 

The Margaret and Wallace McCain Family Foundation works with provincial and local governments to support the start up and evaluation of Early Childhood Development Centres in Atlantic Canada.  There are now 14 sites in development throughout the region, nine are in New Brunswick.  The sites were established to demonstrate to children, families, educators, administrators and policy makers the value of integrated early childhood service delivery linked to public education. 

For more information please contact:  

· Kelly McLean Haley: eykmh@nb.sympatico.ca; cell: (506) 323-2922. 

· Jane Bertrand, Program Director, Margaret and Wallace McCain Family Foundation:  janebertrand@rogers.com; cell: (416) 356-1949. Website: www.mwmccain.ca 

